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Sonobe Residence

The Sonobe residence stands on 2 plot of
unevenly shaped land that is approximately
75mm°, It stands In the corner of a residential
area in Ashiya-city, Kobe prefecture in Kinki
district. Within the limit of the frontal road's
diagonal ling, the ratio of building valume to
lot was maximized and a three-story house
was built for two households. The bright white
exterior walls give a refreshing impression in
the crowded residential area whose land was
finely readjusted.

Architect Kenji Tagashira says that in the
crowded residential area, a wilderness of
houses comes ifto view from the openings
and this makes one feel like the house is
smaller as the number of factors that
construct the space increases. As such,
Tagashira concentrated on the skylight on the
2nd floor to take in the sunlight and for the
rest of the house, slit-like windows were put in
while considering the neighbors. The contrast
between the skylight, which takes in the
sunlight boldly and the closed parl of the
house preduced this well-modulated layout.
The sunlight plays an important role for the
daytime scene, but on the contrary, during the
right where indlirect lighting cormes in, & classy
almosphere with nuance can be expressed.
There is a hanging cupboard 250mm under the
cefling in the living/dining room. Soft colored
fluorescent lighting was put 1n on top of the
partition cabinet so the lighting is reflected on
the ceiling. The floor light, whose angle can be
adjusted, is set toward the ceiling so the
lighting wouldn't directly hit one's eyes. The
dimly reflected light on the white wall creates
the color contrast between light and dark
while giving out the warmth.
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F Residence

The F residence is located in Yamaguchi-city,
in the Yamaguchi prefecture in the Chugoku
district, standing on a small hill where a few
houses are scattered around the
neighborhood. The residence’s form reminds
you of a scaled-out piece of art work, and is
quite distinct. There are no openings facing
the frontal road and the house stands out
prominantly from its surroundings

The owner couple reguested the open one-
roorn style without partitions for the layout of
the house Architect Katsufumi Kubota
proposed a long rectangular building of
Tmx13m, in accordance with the shape of the
plot of land extending from the north and

south, Kubota also received an additional
request of having a free space to overlook the
landscape from the highly elevated place so
he established the 2nd floor on the north part
and altered the layout to the three layers
connected by split-levels. And as a central part
of the residence. & 1Im-long counter was
positioned extending north and south, and a
living room was situated on the east side. The
whole residence was constructed to take in
the mountain greens spreading along the east
side as much as possible, while having this
counter as a centerpiece. The west side facing
the frontal road doesn't have any openings
and the opening on the east side is all glassed-
in so it has a liberating feeling,

Beyond the wall on the north side of the living
room, there is a combined bathroom
consisting of a toilet and a bathtub. Going
down to the basement along the counter, you
will see a bedroom on the east side and there
is a closet underneath the counter. Right
above the bedroom is the 2nd floor and that
space was made to be a loft and a closet.

The lighting in this house makes this simple
and figurative building distinctive. Strip
fluorescent lighting 1s set up as indirect lighting
only on the upper part of the constructing wall
of north and south and a partition wall
between the living room and the bathroom.
By having the light reflection on the white
celling, it dimly lights up the whole place and
this fluorescent lighting was installed to
emphasize the borderline of the ceiling and
the wall.
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PETER CARLSON

The lighting of CL Sterling & Son is simple but
never fails in any kind of space. CL Sterling &
Son was launched in 2001 and from the start,
it has been attracting people’s attention in its
home country, the United States. Currently,
this brand has accomplished a rapid growth to
have branches in 5 countries globally, including
Japan. Peter Carlson handles the lighting
design which is full of originality.

Peter is working as an interior designer but
originally he used to be an actor. However,
when he was exposed to the trendy distinct
art world in |late 1970's to 80's, he became
gradually interested n interior design. Later, he
actively worked as an interior designer with his
sharp sensitivity and liberal ideas, but as he
could hardly find his ideal lightings, he himself
designed and created vanous gentle lighting
waorks which would remind everyone of an
gasing candle flame. Among these works, the

piece called "Rock Crystal" which was
introduced a year ago, expresses Peter's
passion toward lighting. This is produced using
recycled glass and craftsrmen spend 40 hours
on this piece,

CL Sterling & Son's lightings are simple and
unigue. This beautiful lighting is like an art-
form that uses a highly-selected material, and
renders a high-quality space while warming
the resident's heart.
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Material ‘IWood

There are over 200 species of trees distributed
only within Japan that are used for lumber.
Even if the |lumber is the same, the
characteristics of the trees vary, because they
grow |n different types of sails and climates.
The characteristics that are not shown in the
product data are the attraction of using
natural material and the difficulty in handling
this natural material. Particularly, It is important
to have an eye for detecting the characteristics
of a solid, untouched wood, and also, to have
the knowledge of how to make really good
use of it, The first step for the right material in
the right place is to know the characteristics of
the wood inside and out.

A building is completed by a combination of
floors. walls and a ceiling. The material of the
surrounding faces plays an important role as a
living space. In particular, lumber is the
material which provides joy because you can
watch this product become more aesthetic as
it ages. Considering the ratio of wood to
indoor space plays a key factor. Paying
attention not to Increase the amount of wood
materials including furniture is desirable.
Japanese residential buildings have been
created using various wooden materials,
Selection of wood 1s important, but is a
difficult theme because values are diversified
in this present day. Lumber from all over the
world gathers in Japan, where the processing
technigues are advanced. Nowadays, the
lifestyle and values are diversified and
globalization of lumber supply is being
accelerated, so it is important to go back to
the basics to assess the-right-material-in-the-
right-place by knowing the characteristics of
tree species,
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