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Since 1751, the name, "Jihai Ogawa" has been
succeeded to the predecessor's name for
generations in "Ueji." The 7th generation
descendent, Jihei Ogawa, made Uejl's
landscaping an unshaken existence. When it
comes to Japanese gardens, the mainstream
global perception is that the gardens possess
*austere refinement and calmness” but the 7th
generation descendent, who is fond of nature,
employed water and lots of greens to enrich
the garden. The Ueji's spirit that the 7th
generation descendent established has been
firmly passed onto the 11th generation
SUCCESSOr.
The garden called "Rakusui Teien" In Kyoto
was completed by the 7th generation
descendent, Jihei Ogawa in 1909, After World
War |l, it parted from Ueji but in 2003, the
garden was brought up again fabulously by
the 11th generation descendent. By this
restoration, the garden now has a pond
shaped like Lake Biwa in Shiga prefecture. The
water in the pond is actually the water from
Lake Biwa itself. The garden became like an
oasis, gently welcoming visitors of Kyoto,
which holds a dignified appearance, fostered
by tradition and culture. The restoration
_revealed the spirit of the 7th generation
descendent as well as Ugji's spirit.
The generations of Jihel Cgawa are constantly
ahead of trends and keep producing "healing
gardens” that incorporate sky, earth and water,
giving a radiance and fresh style landscaping
to numerous Japanese gardens in Kyoto.
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H Residence

The H residence stands in the corner of a
residential area in Fukuyama city, Hiroshima
prefecture of the Chugoku district. Since the
wife's hobby is practicing tea ceremony, the
husband decided to build a residence with 4
tea rooms which includes a 4.5 tatami-mat
room, an 8-mat room which can be used as a
guest room, a small room called "Koma" where
a tea ceremony can be performed, and finally
a room for more relaxed tea ceremaonies,
where everybody can enjoy tea in a
comfortable atmosphere.

Architect Keisuke Maeda received a reqguest
from the husband asking him to "please build

a house based on traditions but one that is still
compatible to medern times." Therefore,
Maeda came up with a plan with a big steel
structured roof with an eave which is
characteristic of a traditional Japanese house.
Under this roof, the indoors and the cutdoors
are unified in the space. There is a tea room to
the east of the st floar, and to the west and on
the 2nd floor are the living room, the dining &
kitchen, bedroom and bathroom. Essentially, a
tea room is established as an annex to the
house, but the wife offers the tea cerermony
dishes she makes in the kitchen, making it
obwvious that the priority of the tea room is
user-friendliness. As you proceed from the
entrance that has a water garden on the left,
you find a small room and the guest room
located in the water garden which has a tea
room's earth floor in between. The concrete
wall is shaped with @0mm x 90mm cryptomeria
board's formwork which is stacked up and has
round stainless bars as center cores, displacing
back and forth by 3mm. This maximizes the
material's guality, while accentuating its
Japanese essence,

Moreover, garden designer Zenjire Hashimoto
had a reguest from the owner to create "a
garden which doesn't require troublesome
maintenance.” Having that as a basis,
Hashimota created 4 gardens of water, earth,
rocks and the greens. In each garden, the
lighting was installed so one can enjoy 8
different expressions depending on If it's night
or day. Also, "hanchiku(dirt that is poured in
the frame and solidified)" in the alcove of
Koma and the guest room was produced by
Hashimote and functions as coloring for the
tea room.
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Talk about kid's room

Recently, the values with regard to residences
are changing greatly, and a lot of unigue
planning can be seen as a result. However, kid's
rooms remain standardized, Considering how
much influence the environment has on
children's values, the role of kid's rooms is
significant.

The appearance of kid's rooms In Japan
revealed itself around the Taisho period (1912 -
1926). This was the period where women's
independence and rmodernization emerged
During the Showa period (1926-1989), kid's

rooms became more prevalent. However, in
the 1970's, an increase in domestic violence
along with school-rejection syndrome, caused
children to have a tendency to lock
thernselves in their own rooms, which resulted
in a lack of family communication, In a way,
kid's rooms were considered to be correlated
to an increase in juvenile delinquency and
social withdrawal. Even now, this kind of
thinking is strong, and as a result, more and
more people are paying attention to traffic
lines and layout plans as a way to eliminate
partitions frorm kid's rooms.

In this article, we have researched kid's rooms
in Japan and have compared and contrasted
them with Western concepts. When
comparing, we considered the social
background and the family dynamic in
addition to layout planning and interior
designs,
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‘E Residence

The E residence stands in an alley which stems
from the main street lined with boutiques and
cafes, The E couple lives with their 3 children in
this residence. They wanted to give their
children big and open rooms, so they asked
architect Hirotaka Kidosaki for a layout plan
and also asked an interior designer, Peter
Carlson, to decorate the house:
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